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2009
ISLAMIC  

CALENDAR
MOSQUES AROUND THE WORLD

A calendar every Muslim 
will be proud to display at
home, in the office, or to give as
a gift for family and friends.
Reserve your calendar at the
Islamic Center Book Store
for only $10.

MONTHLY GATHERINGS
January 24, 2009 @ 5:30 P.M.

CORPORATE BOARD
MEETINGS

January 25, 2009 @ 2:00 P.M.

DEADLINE FOR 
NEXT ISSUE
January 02, 2009

READ US ONLINE
www.icnef.org

CALENDAR EID AL- AHDHA
By: Cyber Space

What is Eid al-Adha?
At the end of the Hajj (annual pilgrimage to Mecca),

Muslims throughout the world celebrate the holiday of Eid al-
Adha (Festival of Sacrifice). In 2008, Eid al-Adha will begin on
approximately December 8th, and will last for three days.

What does Eid al-Adha commemorate?
During the Hajj, Muslims remember and commemorate the

trials and triumphs of the Prophet Abraham. The Qur'an
describes Abraham as follows:

"Surely Abraham was an example, obedient to Allah, by nature
upright, and he was not of the polytheists. He was grateful for Our
bounties.We chose him and guided him unto a right path.We gave
him good in this world, and in the next he will most surely be among
the righteous." (Qur'an 16:120-121)

One of Abraham's main trials was to face the command of
Allah to kill his only son. Upon hearing this command, he
prepared to submit to Allah's will. When he was all prepared
to do it, Allah revealed to him that his "sacrifice" had already
been fulfilled. He had shown that his love for his Lord
superceded all others, that he would lay down his own life or
the lives of those dear to him in order to submit to God.

Why do Muslims sacrifice an animal on this day?
During the celebration of Eid al-Adha, Muslims

commemorate and remember Abraham's trials, by themselves
slaughtering an animal such as a sheep, camel, or goat. This
action is very often misunderstood by those outside the faith.

Allah has given us power over animals and allowed us to eat
meat, but only if we pronounce His name at the solemn act of
taking life. Muslims slaughter animals in the same way
throughout the year. By saying the name of Allah at the time
of slaughter, we are reminded that life is sacred.

The

(Continued on page 2)
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The meat from the sacrifice of Eid al-Adha is
mostly given away to others. One-third is eaten
by immediate family and relatives, one-third is
given away to friends, and one-third is donated
to the poor. The act symbolizes our willingness
to give up things that are of benefit to us or close
to our hearts, in order to follow Allah's
commands. It also symbolizes our willingness to
give up some of our own bounties, in order to
strengthen ties of friendship and help those who
are in need.We recognize that all blessings come
from Allah, and we should open our hearts and
share with others.

It is very important to understand that the
sacrifice itself, as practiced by Muslims,
has nothing to do with atoning for our sins or
using the blood to wash ourselves from sin.
This is a misunderstanding by those of previous
generations:

"It is not their meat nor their blood that reaches
Allah; it is your piety that reaches Him."
(Qur'an 22:37)

The symbolism is in the attitude - a willingness
to make sacrifices in our lives in order to stay on
the Straight Path. Each of us makes small
sacrifices, giving up things that are fun or
important to us. A true Muslim, one who
submits his or herself completely to the Lord, is
willing to follow Allah's commands completely
and obediently. It is this strength of heart, purity
in faith, and willing obedience that our Lord
desires from us.

What else do Muslims do to celebrate 
the holiday?

On the first morning of Eid al-Adha, Muslims
around the world attend morning prayers at their
local mosques. Prayers are followed by visits with
family and friends, and the exchange of greetings
and gifts. At some point, members of the family
will visit a local farm or otherwise will make
arrangements for the slaughter of an animal.The
meat is distributed during the days of the holiday
or shortly thereafter.

(Continued from page 1)

10 DAYS OF THW AL-HIJJAH

By: Abdelnaser Nassar

Among the special seasons of worship are the
first ten days of Dhul-Hijjah, which Allah has
preferred over all the other days of the year.

Ibn 'Abbas (radiAllahu anhu) reported that the
Prophet (salAllahu alayhi wasalam) said:

"There is no deed more precious in the sight of Allah,
nor greater in reward, than a good deed done during
the ten days of Sacrifice." He was asked, "Not even
jihad for the sake of Allah?" He said, "Not even
jihad for the sake of Allah, except in the case of a
man who went out to fight giving himself and his
wealth up for the cause, and came back with
nothing."[Sahih al-Bukhari]

This text and others indicate that these ten
days are better than all the other days of the year,
with no exceptions, not even the last ten days of

Ramadan. But the last ten nights of Ramadan
are better, because they include Laylat al-Qadr
(the Night of Power), which is better than a
thousand months.

We should know that the virtue of these ten
days is based on many things:

• Allah swears an oath by them, and swearing 
an oath by something is indicative of its 
importance and great benefits. Allah says:
"By the dawn; by the ten nights" [al-Fajr 89:1-2]

Ibn'Abbas (radiAllahu anhu) and others said 
this refers to the first ten days of Dhul-Hijjah.
Ibn Kathir said: "This is the correct opinion."

• The Prophet (salAllahu alayhi wasalam) 
testified that these are the best days of this 
world. [see above ahadith] 

(Continued on page 3)
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES - 2008
1. Handoush, Jim 7. Mona, Mohammed 
2. Hussain, Khadim 8. Rathore, Sumra 
3. Ilyas, Mohammad 9. Shabazz, Najmah
4. Karim, Shauib 10. Shaikh, Ashraf
5. Khan, G. Qadir 11. Zahra, Atef
6. Mojadidj, Asadullah 

Office Holder - Corporate Unit

CHAIRMAN 
Name: Atef Zahra 
Phone: (904) 992-7182 
E-mail: AtefZahra@gmail.com

VICE CHAIRMAN
Name: Ashraf Shaikh 
Phone: (904) 565-1776 
E-mail: shaikash@yahoo.com

SECRETARY
Name: Shauib Karim 
Phone: (904) 220-8320 
E-mail: shauib@bellsouth.net

TREASURER
Name: Khadim Hussain 
Phone: (904) 410-6643 
E-mail: Khadim@KhadimInfo.com

BOARD OF TRUSTEES - 2008

• The Prophet (salAllahu alayhi wasalam) 
encouraged people to do righteous deeds 
because of the virtue of this time for people 
throughout the world, and also because of the 
virtue of the place - for the Hujjaaj (Pilgrims) 
to the Sacred House of Allah.

• The Prophet (salAllahu alayhi wasalam) 
commanded us to recite a lot of Tasbeeh 
(SubbanAllah), Tahmeed (Alhahu akbar) 
during this time.

Ibn Umar (radiAllahu anhu) reported that the 
Prophet (salAllahu alayhi wasalam) said:

"There are no days greater in the sight of Allaah 
and in which righteous deeds are more beloved to 
Him than these ten days, so during this time recite 
a great deal of Tahleel (Lailaha illAllah) Takbeer 
and Tahmeed." [Ahmad] 

• These ten days include the Day of Arafah on 
which Allah perfected His Religion. Fasting on 
this day will expiate for the sins of two years.
These days also include the Day of Sacrifice 
(Nahr), the greatest day of Hajj, which 
combines acts of worship in a way unlike any 
other day.

• The one who offers a sacrifice must stop 
cutting his hair and nails and not remove 
anything from his skin, from the beginning of 
the ten days until after he has offered his 
sacrifice, because the Prophet (saw) said:

"When you see the new moon of Dhul-Hijjah, if 
any one of you wants to offer a sacrifice, then he 
should stop cutting his hair and nails until he has 
offered his sacrifice." [Muslim]

According to another report he said:

"He should not remove (literally, touch) anything 
from his hair or skin." 

This prohibition applies only to the one who 
is offering the sacrifice, not to his wife and 
children, unless any of them is offering a 
sacrifice in his or her own right, because 
the Prophet (salAllahu alayhi wasalam) used 
to sacrifice "one behalf of the family of 
Muhammad." There are no reports that say 
he forbade them to cut their hair or nails at 
that time.

One must understand that these ten days are a
great blessing from Allah to His slave. It is the
Muslim's duty to appreciate this and make the
most of the opportunity, by striving hard to
increase in worship.

Among His blessings to His slaves, Allah has
given us many ways in which to do good and
worship Him, so that the Muslim may be
constantly active and consistent in the worship of
his Lord.

(Continued from page 2)
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EMPTY BOWLS

By: Arshad Shauib – Grade 5

Assalamualaikum,The Muslim kids and adults
of Jacksonville gave a lot of charity, not by money
but by time. On October 19, 2008 we made clay
bowls, at ICNEF, in three different ways:
Slumping, Coiling, and the easiest, Pinching.
The kids made different shapes and sizes. One
participant made a crescent bowl and another
made a teacup bowl. When we molded our 
bowls my hands were gooey with clay. But overall
it was superb and enjoyable. Then our bowls
went in a special oven at Cummer Museum.
Unfortunately, three bowls broke before they
were baked and three more broke after they were
baked. A week later October 26, 2008 we painted
our bowls with different shades of glaze. Once
again they were at Cummer to be baked.

Alhamdulillah we managed to make hundred
bowls. Our bowls will be sold on November 18,
2008 at a luncheon at Prime Osborn Convention
Center. The money will go to benefit Second
Harvest Food Bank.

How did Empty Bowls start? Well several years
ago a high school art teacher in Michigan came
up with a creative way for his students to raise
funds to support a food drive. The class made
clay bowls for a fund raising meal. Guests were
served a simple meal of soup and bread and were
invited to keep the bowl as a reminder of hunger
in the world.This custom is still being carried on
as “Empty Bowls” project. I am very happy I
attended this activity. It was very fun filled and
satisfying experience.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS ICJAX
1. Abd-U-Rehman, James 7. Vacant
2. Vacant 8. Khan, Mehrajuddin
3. Vacant 9. Nassar, Abdelnaser
4. Alnajar, Farhan 10. Osman, Ali
5. Assali, Hafiz 11. Pirasteh, Hassan
6. Awan, Zafar

Office Holder - Religious Unit

PRESIDENT 
Name: Farhan Alnajar 
Phone: (904) 726-0596 
E-mail: Farhan@icnef.org

VICE PRESIDENT
Name: Mehrajuddin Khan 
Phone: (904) 728-2162 
E-mail: abunajila@juno.com

SECRETARY
Name: James Abd-U-Rehman 
Phone: (904) 448-0330 
E-mail: abdur95@yahoo.com

TREASURER
Name: Abdelnaser Nassar 
Phone: (904) 646-2477 
E-mail: anassar27@gmail.com

BOARD OF DIRECTORS ICJAX EID UL-ADHA ANNOUNCEMENT

EID UL-ADHA CELEBRATION

Inshaa Allah the expected day for
Eid Ul-Adah this year is:

December 8, 2008

The Prayer will be in the:

Islamic Center Of 
North East Florida

2333 St. Johns Bluff Road,
Jacksonville, FL 32246

The Eid program will start at 9:00, there
will be Fund Raising before the prayer.

Please call the Masjed at:

(904) 646-3462
or visit:

www.icnef.org
after Dec. 3, 2008 for updated

information about the Eid prayer.

Inshaa Allah Eid Ul-Adha Celebration
will be on:

Dec., 13, 2008
at

Hanna Park
500 Wonderwood Dr.,

Atlantic Beach, FL 32233

Please be there at 11am to celebrate the
Eid with your Muslims families. All the
Boats and Canoes are booked for us that
day.There is also Soccer and Volleyball field
available.

The Lunch will be distributed only
between 12pm and 1pm. Please buy 
your lunch ticket before the celebration 
day from Sister Sara at the Masjid 
during the week day from 8am to 5pm,
or from Br. Shauib Karim (904) 607-5916,
Ali Osman (904) 477-2881, Abdelnaser
Nassar (904) 534-1459 any day after Isha.

No tickets will be sold at the park. The
ticket is $5/meal, we will serve Gyro,
Biriyani, and KFC.
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YOUNG MUSLIM YOUTH CAMP

By: Mohammad Ilyas

We invite you to join us at Young Muslim Youth
camp. The registration for camp is now open.
Registrations are on first come first serve bases.
We have limited space from each city of Florida.
(Our target is 100, with 20-25 per city). The
registration deadline is December 15, 2008.
Don’t wait till last moment!

Our goal of this camp is to strengthen the heart
mind and body of Muslim youth through
spiritual training and reflection on nature. The
Camp program will focus on Islam on Nature,
Conservation and Preservation.

The Camp Session is January 1-3, 2009
(Thursday- Saturday)

The camp will be held at Wekiva Springs State
Park in Apopka, FL. We encourage youth ages 
8 – 18 years to join us for this exciting outdoor
fun and learning experience. Boys and Girls will
have separate cabins in secure camping
environment. Each cabin hold ten students, all
students will be divided in groups of ten with 
one adult mentor. The Camp Capacity is 120

Students. Because of limited capacity we
encourage you to register as earliest as possible.

The Pricing for camp is $100.00 per student,
that will include, two night stay, food and
refreshment, prizes, gifts and certificates.
Transportation may be available at selected cities
at extra cost. Parents are allowed to join their
children for camping experience.

The camp include the following Featured
Activities:

Arts And Crafts, Camping Skills, Outdoor Living,
Canoeing, Rope Courses, Presentations On Nature,
Leadership Development, Nature/Environmental
Studies, Islamic Educational & Recreational
Activities, Fishing, Cycling, Youth Competition,
Photography,Team Field Sports,Team Building, Etc.

For registration please visit us online at
www.icnafl.com or call at (904) 365 1935. You
can fax the registration form at (904) 642-7464
or Email us Camping@icnafl.com.

We hope you will have wonderful experience in
open environment of sunshine state.

ICNEF BOARDS & COMMUNITY

By: Basit H. Ghori

The people who serve on the Board of Trustees
or on either of the other Boards are dedicated
and sincere people. They provide the service to
the community with no compensation. They 
put their efforts, time, and energy for the
betterment of the Mosque and the community. I
believe they should be commended for their
services. I have a problem with new comers who
criticize the Boards. Those people should look
into their hearts and examine how much effort,
time and money they have spent for the
betterment of the Islamic Center. About two
decades ago, when my family moved to the
greater Jacksonville area, we had only one room

Islamic center. Women and men used to pray 
in the same room. Even back then some
community members would object and say as to
why in the world they have purchased such a big
peace of land, and why they are building such 
a big structure, and who would come to pray
here, etc. The old timers had a vision and a
mission. Today we see such a fine place to
worship and socialize. The board members had
to spend countless hours and energy to get
approval from the City to construct this 
mosque. I may not agree 100% with board
members decisions, but at least they are doing
90% right and that is fine with me. Allah (SWT)
will give great reward to all those people who
make donations and work hard for the mosque.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS IIJAX
1. Agha, Rizwana 7. Mahmoud, Adnan 
2. Elmelige, Ossama 8. Qureshi, Ayub 
3. Farah, Mohammed 9. Rahman, Anisur
4. Islam, Moinul 10. Shah, Arshad
5. Jawhar, Manzer 11. Hifz Prog. - Vacant
6. Mohamedain, Hamed

Office Holder - Education Unit

PRESIDENT 
Name: Ossama Elmelige 
Phone: (904) 223-8866 
E-mail: ote117@yahoo.com

VICE PRESIDENT
Name: Rizwana Agha 
Phone: (904) 997-9490 
E-mail: mwalonidepo@yahoo.com

SECRETARY
Name: Vacant 
Phone: Vacant 
E-mail: Vacant

TREASURER
Name: Anisur Rahman 
Phone: (904) 854-3202
E-mail: shahadur@yahoo.com

BOARD OF DIRECTORS IIJAX

HIGHLIGHTS OF BOT OCTOBER 2008 MEETING

By: Shauib Karim

1. Membership Approval.

2. Following four new members were 
approved unanimously:

a. Patricia Lanier, Teacher
b. David Muslim Shabazz, Retired
c. Craig L Smith, Auto Cad Drafter
d. Mirza H Baig, VP Technology

3. Election Committee: Br. Khadim Hussain,
Br. Mohammad Ilyas and Br. Shauib Karim 
will be the Election committee for the 
year 2008.

4. BOT Financial Summary:
Financial summary was presented by 
Br. Khadim Hussain.

5. The general fund does not have enough 
money; one of the solutions is to increase 
the Friday collection.

6. By-Law Changes: Br. Ashraf withdrew the 
bylaw changes and a committee will be 
formed to review the current board 
structure and performance. The committee 
will have 7 members as follows:

a. 2 from BOT – Br. Qadir Khan and 
Br. Ashraf Shaikh

b. 2 from ICJAX – To be decided
c. 2 from IIJAX – Br. Moinul Islam and 

Br. Ayub Qureishi
d. 1 from the community – Br. Atheek 

Khan – appointed by Br. Atef Zahra

Next meeting of BOT will be on:
January 25, 2009
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ISLAMIC CENTER BUILDING CONSTRUCTION
STATUS REPORT AS OF 11-21-2008

By: Ashraf Shaikh

With the Grace of Allah SWT, work on the
Islamic Center Building Construction Phase-9 is
progressing in accordance with the plans. The
following is a brief summary:

1. Domes: Two domes, one (28 ft. Diameter) to 
go on the roof of the Main Prayer Hall and 
the other (8 ft. Diameter) to go on top of the 
Minaret are being fabricated by Andersen 
Manufacturing, Inc., Idaho Falls, Idaho.
These domes will be made of 3/16 inch thick 
aluminum and will be painted in Gold color.
The paint used is very long lasting and is the 
same as used on many of the airplanes. A 
sample of the final finish is available with Sr.
Sara Mojadidi in the ICNEF office for 
anyone who may like to see. John Andersen,
President Andersen Manufacturing visited
us last month to field verify certain 
measurements. Structural calculations and 
shop drawings prepared/reviewed by 
Engineering System Solutions, Idaho Falls,
Idaho, were approved by the City of 
Jacksonville, Building Department on 11-13-
2008. The smaller dome will be assembled 
and painted in Idaho and shipped on a 
doublewide trailer. The larger dome will be 
shipped in sections, assembled in the ICNEF 

parking lot, painted/finished, lifted with a 
crane, and installed on top of the ICNEF 
Building roof. John Andersen and his crew 
will come to Jacksonville with their tools and 
are expected to stay here for about 10 days to 
complete the installation.

2. Steel: Structural steel to support the 
brickwork as well as to complete the minaret 
has been ordered from Skyline Steel 
Construction. Skyline has in the past done 
a great deal of steel work on the Jacksonville 
River Walk and on the Skyway Rail System.
Our Structural Engineer has approved the 
shop drawings, and the fabrication will start 
this coming week. Installation of steel will 
start next month, Insha Allah.

3. Brick Work: R. D. Masonry of Jacksonville 
will be doing the brickwork.We have selected 
this company after a great deal of research.
Due to the curved shape of the Main Prayer 
Hall and the two towers on the sides, the 
brickwork would require very good 
workmanship. This company did the brick 
work on the new Baseball Park and on the 
new Public Library Building downtown.

4. Other Work: Electrical, Waterproofing,
Framing, Coping, and Insulation work is 
being assigned to other sub-contractors.

5. Target Completion Date: Target completion 
date for this work is April 30, 2009. We are 
hopeful, that it will be completed before the 
target date, Insha Allah.

May Allah SWT accept the sacrifices made by
the entire community and make us all worthy of
His Blessings. Ameen.

For additional information, please feel free to
contact Br. Ashraf Shaikh at (904) 415-5799.
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AL-FURQAN ACADEMY TEACHER’S PROFILE

Shiraz Shbat-Principal

Shiraz Shbat
Sr. Shiraz has a B.A. in English

Literature and an Associate in Applied
Business. She is certified as a teacher,
supervisor and administrator. Sr.
Shiraz has a staff and director
credentials from the State of Florida.
She has been working in teaching and
administration for the past 15 years.

Administrative Assistant

Lateefah Siddiq
Sr. Lateefah is a valuable asset to the

AFA administrative team for a third
consecutive year. She is a very hard
worker and knowledgeable with school
procedures. Sr. Lateefah is a native 
of Jacksonville and has 14 years of
experience in office work.

Assistants 

Roba Assali
Sr. Rola has an Associate degree in

Accounting and a certification in Early
Childhood. She has been with us for
five years, two years as a volunteer and
three years as an assistant teacher. She
is currently assisting in Pre K and
teaching Qur’an, Arabic and Islamic
Studies. Sr. Roba expresses much joy
in dealing with the young ones.

After Care Administrator

Najwan Edelbi
Sr. Najwan takes care of the children

in the After Care Program. She is from
Syria and has been in the U.S. for the
last five years.

Qur’an, Arabic & Islamic
Studies Teacher

Seham Mona
Sr. Seham teaches Arabic Qur’an

and Islamic Studies. She has been a
volunteer at AFA for three years and a
teacher for the last eight years. Prior 
to coming to Jacksonville in 1995,

she taught physics at a university in
Syria for over nine years. Sr. Seham 
also taught high school algebra,
Qur’an, Arabic and Islamic Studies in
an Islamic school for seven years.
She will be teaching grades K to 
5th. Sr. Seham received AFA’ Best
“Teacher Award” for the 2005-2006
school year.

Lead Teachers 

Sr. Amira Abdelhafiz
Sr. Amira will be joining us 

this year as a lead teacher for
Kindergarten class. She has a B.S. in
Chemistry. Sr. Amira has passed 
the Florida Teacher’s Certification
Exam. She is currently working on her
Elementary Education Certification.
Sr. Amira Taught in middle and
elementary Duval County Public
Schools.

Jayne De La Rosa
Ms. Jayne is currently the lead

teacher and certified to teach Pre
K/VPK class. This is her second year
with our school. She has a B.A. in
Family Studies with concentration on
Early Childhood and an A.A in Early
Childhood. Ms. Jayne received this
year her directors credentials from the
State of Florida. She has several years
of experience in providing training and
workshops for parents on children’s
developmental needs. She has nine
years of teaching experience with
Toddlers and four years old children.
Ms. Jayne is the recipient of AFA’s
Best “Teacher Award” for the 2007-
2008 school year.

LaTisha Mobark
Sr. Latisha (Aisha) will be the lead

teacher for 1st grade. She has a B.A. in
English and a teaching certification
from the State of Florida. She received
certification in Gifted Endorsement
for grades K-12. Sr. Aisha taught
honored and gifted classes for one year
at Landmark Middle school. She deals
with her students with patience and
love. Sr. Aisha is pursuing her Masters
in Literacy and Education.

Nighat Hussain
Sr. Nighat is the lead teacher for 2nd

grade. She holds a B.S. degree in
Health administration from UNF, and
a B.A. degree in Economics and
English Literature from a university in
Pakistan. She has passed the Florida
Teacher’s Certification Exam. She is
currently working on her Elementary
Education Certification. She has
taught Kindergarten through fourth
grade at AFA for the last seven years.
Sr. Nighat enjoys her class and puts
much effort into providing good
teaching quality. Sr. Nighat received
AFA’s Best “Teacher Award” for the
2004-2005 school year.

Sr. Jahan Shukoor
Sr. Jahan will be again joining our

AFA team. She will be the lead teacher
for 3rd grade. Sr. Jahan has a Masters
of Arts, Foreign Language and a
Bachelor of Science Education. Last
year she taught in Duval County
Public Schools. In the year 2007 
she was the 4/5 grade teacher in 
Al-Furqan Academy.

Sr. Amal Barbari
Sr. Amal will be joining us this

school year as a lead teacher for 4/5
Grades. She has been part of this
community for the past 14 years.
She has a bachelor’s in Arts and
Elementary Education, a Masters in
Science and Leadership. She has
taught in Duval county public schools
for four years and Atlanta public
schools for one year. Sr. Amal is very
excited to be part of AFA team.
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